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President’s Message and Vision 
 

About the network 
InSPiR2eS is a global research network 

primarily aimed at research training and 

capacity building, resting on a foundation 

theme of responsible science (for more 

details refer to: https://bit.ly/3xhYWfC 

 

Vision of success 

The network succeeds if it InSPiR2eS:  

• new knowledge that is reliable, useful & 

unbiased. 

• productive research collaboration & 

partnerships – locally, regionally & 

globally.  

• a collective sense of purpose and 

achievement towards the whole research 

process. 

 

Bio – Founder & President 
Professor Robert Faff is 

Professorial Fellow at 

Bond University and 

Emeritus Professor of 

Finance at the UQ 

Business School. He is 

currently Vice-President 

of EIASM and served as 

BARDsNet Chair, 2016-

2017. He has an 

international reputation 

in empirical finance 

research: securing 14 Australian Research Council 

grants (funding exceeding $4 million); > 340 

refereed journal publications – 42 x A* (ABDC); 

career citations > 17,400 (Google Scholar); and a h-

index of 65. His particular passion is nurturing the 

career trajectories of early career researchers. 

Robert has supervised almost 50 PhD students to 

successful completion and examined more than 50 

PhD dissertations. Building on a 40-year academic 

career, his signature focus is “Pitching Research” 

[https://ssrn.com/abstract=2462059], with 

worldwide penetration signalled by: (a) > 18,500 

SSRN downloads; (b) > 300 pitching talks/events; (c) 

at 37 Australian universities; and (d) spanning 54 

different countries. In addition, Robert is Editor-in-

Chief of Pacific-Basin Finance Journal; formerly: 

Editor of Accounting and Finance (2002-2011) and 

Associate Editor of several other leading journals 

including Abacus and Australian Journal of 

Management. 
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https://bit.ly/3xhYWfC
https://research.bond.edu.au/en/persons/robert-faff
https://business.uq.edu.au/profile/563/robert-faff
https://business.uq.edu.au/profile/563/robert-faff
https://www.eiasm.net/
https://abdc.edu.au/research/bardsnet/
https://www.arc.gov.au/
https://ssrn.com/abstract=2462059
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/pacific-basin-finance-journal
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Bios – Continent Specific VPs 
 

VP – Africa 
Dr. David Mathuva is a 

Senior Lecturer and 

Director, Undergraduate 

Programmes at Strathmore 

University Business School 

(SBS), Kenya. David doubles 

as the Academic Director in 

the MSc. in Development 

Finance at SBS. David has proven experience in 

teaching and training at both professional, 

academic, and executive (corporate) level. He has 

published 15 research articles in highly reputable 

journals. His areas of interest include the linkage 

between Accounting and Financial Markets on 

matters around corporate reporting, corporate 

finance, risk management and audit. David 

developed special interest in the Pitching Research 

tool way back in 2014 during its inception and has 

managed to publish 5 quality articles guided by the 

tool. David has showcased the importance of the 

Pitching Research tool in 1 PhD forum and 2 pre-

doctoral workshops. He has applied the tool when 

teaching over 100 master-level students and 

continues to use the tool in his teaching, 

assessment, and research-related engagements. 

David hopes to organise symposiums and 

competitions around Pitching Research in future. He 

can be reached at dmathuva@strathmore.edu 

 

VP – Europe 
Dr Charlie Cai is a 

Professor of Finance at 

Liverpool University 

Management School, UK. 

Charlie’s recent research 

focuses are in the areas of 

factor investing, ESG 

reporting and investing, 

and the impact of technology on financial markets 

(issues such as machine learning and crowdfunding). 

Charlie has worked with Robert Faff and colleagues 

on research development through the International 

Accounting and Finance Doctoral Symposium 

(IAFDS) for more than 10 years 

(http://www.iafds.org/).  The core value of 

responsible research has been the ethos guiding the 

development of the IAFDS community.  The effective 

use of Robert’s pitching template for communicating 

and understanding research has been championed 

through IAFDS and Charlie’s research engagements 

with colleagues and students internationally. 

 

VP – South America 
Dr Marcio Machado is an 

Associate Professor of 

Finance at the Federal 

University of Paraiba, 

Brazil. His first contact with 

the pitching research 

framework was in 2015, 

when he was a visiting 

professor at UQ, 

supervised by the Professor Robert Faff. Upon his 

return to Brazil, Marcio adopted the pitching 

template in his research process subject, as well as 

in his supervision activities of master’s and doctoral 

students. He also propagated the use of the pitching 

template to other universities in Brazil. Marcio 

highlights that the pitching template provides a 

unique efficiency in directing new research 

proposals, as well as in the analysis of their 

relevance. His next efforts are focused on the 

expanded propagation of the pitching tool in Brazil 

(South America) and in the engagement of new 

researchers for the International Society of Pitching 

Research for Responsible Science. 

 

VP – Asia 
Mr. Imran Qadir is a 
Lecturer in Department 
of Management 
Sciences, The University 
of Haripur (UoH), 
Pakistan. He is acting as a 
Deputy Director at the 
Office of Research, 

Innovation & commercialization. He has been the 
driving force for the Pitching Research initiative in 

https://sbs.strathmore.edu/dr-david-mathuva-phd-cpak-cfe/
mailto:dmathuva@strathmore.edu
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/management/staff/charlie-cai/
http://www.iafds.org/
https://sigaa.ufpb.br/sigaa/public/docente/portal.jsf?siape=1455546
http://www.uoh.edu.pk/profile.php?id=MTky#tabs|Tabs_Group_name:Tab_1_name
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Pakistan. He organized the first-ever webinar by 
Prof. Robert Faff at UoH, Pakistan. With his efforts, 
Pitching Research was adopted as an official format 
for MPhil and PhD synopsis at UoH and he also 
drafted the Pitching Research instructional manual. 
Further, he organized a workshop by Prof. Faff for 
capacity building of faculty at UoH. To educate the 
research community of Pakistan, Imran coordinated 
with Prof. Faff and Dr. Ihitisham Malik (our VP 
competitions) to organize the first-ever national-
level pitching research competition titled ‘All 
Pakistan Pitching Research Competition (APPRC) 
2017-18’. The event was a huge success with more 
than 100 novice researchers competing to have the 
highest ranked pitch and prize from all over Pakistan. 
Imran also organized a national-level ‘Train the 
Trainers’ workshop delivered by Prof. Faff. 
Moreover, Imran organized the closing ceremony of 
APPRC 2017-18 at Higher Education Commission, 
Islamabad in which Prof. Faff was the Guest of 
Honour. Mr. Imran Qadir aims to play a vital role in 
the development of our research network in Asia. 

 

VP – Australasia 
Dr Millicent Chang is a 

Professor in the School 

of Business at the 

University of 

Wollongong, Australia.  

She teaches at the 

undergraduate and 

postgraduate levels in 

corporate finance and 

incorporates the Pitch Template in her research 

classes. Millicent is actively involved in the 

supervision of PhD students. Her research spans the 

accounting and finance areas and her current 

interests include corporate disclosure, insider 

trading, environmental finance and accounting in 

extractive industries. Her work has appeared in 

Journal of Corporate Finance, Journal of Business 

Ethics, Pacific Basin Finance Journal, and Accounting 

& Finance. She is a Senior Editor at Global Finance 

Journal and an Editor at Accounting & Finance. 

 

 

VP – North America 
Dr Isaac Otchere is a 

Professor of Finance, 

Sprott School of 

Business, Carleton 

University, Canada. He 

is also a Resource 

Person for the African 

Economic Research 

Consortium (AERC), a 

Fellow of the Carnegie African Diaspora Program, 

serves on the editorial boards of many Finance, 

Economic, and International Business journals, and 

maintains his professional designation as a 

Chartered Accountant. Dr. Otchere is an academic 

visionary with a passion for continual learning who 

frequently branches outside of his comfort zone to 

explore topical issues. Although an expert in finance, 

his research program consists of a diverse and ever-

maturing range of topics, with an overarching 

construct of elucidating the moderating factors that 

affect corporate performance. In fact, much of his 

research is cutting edge and has significant policy 

and social implications. Dr. Otchere is not only one 

of the top researchers at Sprott with an extensive list 

of publications in high-ranking finance journals, 

numerous conference presentations, and a host of 

research awards, but he is also one of the most 

recognized and awarded professors in the Sprott 

School of Business for his teaching excellence and 

student mentoring. Moreover, he has been teaching 

around the world, gaining international exposure 

and bringing this wisdom and worldly acumen into 

his research and his teaching at Sprott. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.uoh.edu.pk/news-events-department.php?news=MjAw&id=NQ==#gsc.tab=0
https://uoh.edu.pk/news-events-department.php?news=MjU5&id=NQ==#gsc.tab=0
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reflections-photos-from-top10-apprc-2017-18-winners-robert-faff-/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reflections-photos-from-top10-apprc-2017-18-winners-robert-faff-/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/reflections-photos-from-top10-apprc-2017-18-winners-robert-faff-/
http://www.uoh.edu.pk/news-events-department.php?news=MzM3&id=NQ==#gsc.tab=0
http://www.uoh.edu.pk/news-events-department.php?news=MzM3&id=NQ==#gsc.tab=0
https://twitter.com/FaffRobert/status/1046982335659499521?s=19
https://twitter.com/FaffRobert/status/1046982335659499521?s=19
https://scholars.uow.edu.au/display/millicent_chang
https://sprott.carleton.ca/profile/isaac-otchere/
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Bios – Task Specific VPs  
 

Senior VP – Qualitative Research  
Dr Sumit Lodhia is a 

Professor of Accounting at 

the University of South 

Australia (UniSA) Business 

School where he leads 

research focused on 

sustainability accounting, 

reporting, and 

governance. He was 

presented with the annual Australasian - Centre for 

Social and Environmental Accounting (A-CSEAR) Hall 

of Fame Award for 2017 for his leadership and a 

sustained contribution to research on sustainability 

accounting and reporting. He has published over 70 

articles in a range of prestigious refereed journals 

and authored a book and several research reports. 

He is the co-editor of Accounting Forum, associate 

editor of Meditari Accountancy research and a 

member of the Editorial Board of several 

international journals. Sumit is the author of the 

“Qualitative Pitch”, a research template for pitching 

qualitative research ideas. This work has been 

published in Accounting and Finance and applies 

Professor Robert Faff’s pitching template to 

qualitative research. Both the original pitch template 

(Faff) and the qualitative pitch are used for AFAANZ 

grant submissions. Both these authors have 

combined to produce an article on the effectiveness 

of research templates, published in Accounting and 

Finance. Prof. Sumit intends to use his role as Vice-

President Qualitative Research to promote the use 

of pitching templates for qualitative research. 

 

Senior VP – Diversity  
Dr Ellie Chapple is a 

professor of Accounting 

at Queensland University 

of Technology, Australia. 

She has over 30 years’ 

experience as a teaching 

and research academic in 

Australian business and 

law schools, primarily focussing on corporate 

regulation as it applies to accounting students and 

commercial transactions. She is active in several 

academic professional associations including the 

Society of Corporate Law Researchers, the Financial 

Research Network, the Accounting and Finance 

Association of Australia and New Zealand and the 

European Accounting Association. She was the 

editor of the Accounting Research Journal from 2014 

– 2021 and currently deputy editor in chief of 

Accounting & Finance. Her professional 

qualifications include a Graduate of the Australian 

Institute of Company Directors and she is admitted 

as a legal practitioner of the Supreme Court of 

Queensland. She is delighted to be part of the 

InSPiR2eS network, as VP – diversity. She would like 

to issue a gentle challenge to you to convince her 

that this portfolio is not needed. As much as we 

value ourselves as a network of dedicated, 

professional researchers who rely on objective data, 

we can still be subject to non-random sampling bias. 

In colloquial terms, we might call that a blindspot: 

type 1 thinking, assumptions, stereotypes, we are all 

subject to unconscious bias when filtering all the 

information available to us when making decisions. 

https://www.pwc.com/us/en/about-us/blind-

spots.html. She thanks Professor Faff for being open 

to this discussion and inviting her to join the network 

in the diversity portfolio.  

 

Senior VP – Inter-Disciplinary Research 
Dr Sebastian Hoffmann is 

a Co-Director of the 

Culture, Accounting and 

Society Research 

Network at the 

University of Edinburgh 

Business School (UK), 

and a Research Professor 

of Accounting at HHL 

Leipzig Graduate School 

of Management 

(Germany). He currently serves as Vice President 

Communications on the Executive Committee of the 

International Association for Accounting Education 

and Research (IAAER) and has recently been 

https://people.unisa.edu.au/Sumit.Lodhia
https://staff.qut.edu.au/staff/larelle.chapple
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/about-us/blind-spots.html
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/about-us/blind-spots.html
https://www.business-school.ed.ac.uk/staff/sebastian-hoffmann
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appointed Senior-Vice President Inter-Disciplinary 

Research of the International Society of Pitching 

Research for Responsible Science (InSPiR2eS). 

Sebastian maintains an interdisciplinary research 

agenda in Accounting with particular emphases on 

lobbying and accounting standard setting, 

accounting regulation and its implementation, and 

accounting in historical contexts. His research is 

published in leading international journals, such as 

Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, 

Business History Review, Accounting and Business 

Research and Critical Perspectives on Accounting. He 

was awarded the 2020 Robert Gibson Manuscript 

Award for the most significant contribution to the 

accounting history literature. Within InSPiR2eS 

Sebastian promotes pitching research and practices 

of responsible science in interdisciplinary research 

settings. 

 

Senior VP – Shark Tanks 
Dr Marvin Wee is 

Associate Professor in 

the Research School of 

Accounting at the 

Australian National 

University. He has 

served on the 

Accounting and 

Financed Association of 

Australia and New 

Zealand (AFAANZ) board 

since 2017 and is the co-director of the Doctoral 

Symposium in 2020 and 2021. He is also Deputy 

Editor-in-Chief of AFAANZ’s journal, Accounting & 

Finance. Marvin was the guest editor of the special 

issue at Pacific Basin Finance Journal celebrating the 

50-year legacy of Ball and Brown (1968). This 

involved using an experiment in which several teams 

of researchers follow a registration-based editorial 

process, which illustrates one fruitful avenue for 

fostering responsible research into the future. 

Marvin has been an active participant of prior 

research pitching events and was the convener of 

the 2019 and 2020 AFAANZ Finance Special Interest 

Group Shark Tank events. 

Senior VP – Engagement & Impact 
Dr Kathy Walsh is a 

Professor of Finance at 

UTS since July 2017. 

She has a research 

focus on capital 

markets. She has been 

published 

internationally and has 

attracted substantial 

research grant funding. Her current research is on 

Chinese capital markets with a particular focus on 

the internationalisation of the Renminbi. Kathy has 

over 20 years' experience as an academic with prior 

positions at ANU, University of NSW and Sydney 

University. She holds a PhD in finance from the 

Australian Graduate School of Management and a 

first class Honours Degree in Finance. Prior to her 

academic career Kathy worked for 10 years in the 

Insurance sector. Kathy has been heavily involved in 

FIRN (Finance Research Network), culminating in her 

role as Director in recent years. She has also been a 

staunch advocate of gender equality in the finance 

sector and academe. In terms of the Pitching 

Research framework, Kathy has had significant 

experience especially in the “Pitching Research for 

Engagement and Impact”, second generation tool. 

She has collaborated on several pitching-related 

publications and most recently: Faff, R., Kastelle, T., 

Axelsen, M., Brosnan,  M., Michalak, R. and Walsh, 

K., (2020), "Pitching Research for Engagement and 

Impact – A Simple Tool and Illustrative Examples", 

Accounting & Finance, forthcoming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers/wee-mgw
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927538X1930280X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0927538X1930280X
https://profiles.uts.edu.au/Kathleen.Walsh
https://www.firn.org.au/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/acfi.12704
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/acfi.12704
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VP – Tools  
Dr Tom Smith is a 

Professor of Finance at 

Macquarie University, 

Australia. He is one of the 

leading finance academics 

in Australia.  Tom’s 

research is in 

Environmental Finance, 

Asset Pricing Theory and 

Tests; Design of Markets – Market Microstructure; 

and Derivatives. Tom has supervised over 50 PhD 

students to completion and his PhD students have 

over 50 tier 1 papers in their own names. Tom has a 

vocation to teach people how to do research and 

over the last 30 plus years has taught a number of 

tool-based subjects including Theory, Empirical and 

Research Methodologies. Tom teaches all the 

research tools: qualitative, systematic literature 

reviews, surveys, and experiments. The approach is 

to give the state of the art, leading exemplars, what 

the Editors are looking for and where to from here. 

For the most up to date information on methods, 

please check: https://bit.ly/3gdxnxH 
 

VP – Membership  
Dr Lien Duong is a Senior 

Lecturer at School of 

Accounting, Economics 

and Finance (Curtin 

University, Australia). She 

is currently the Vice 

President ((Membership) 

of the International 

Society of Pitching 

Research for Responsible 

Science (InSPiR2eS). Lien has experience of using the 

pitch template through AFAANZ research grants, 

Shark Tank presentations and replication 

publications in Accounting & Finance, Accounting 

Research Journal. She was the Guest Editor for the 

special issue “Pitching Research Letters: AFAANZ 

Shark Tank 2020” for the Accounting Research 

Journal in 2020. Lien's research interests focus on 

mergers and acquisitions, executive compensation, 

corporate governance, financial reporting quality 

and statistical modelling. Her research has been 

published in international journals and disseminated 

through various media outlets. She has successfully 

supervised several Master and PhD students to 

completion and received awards for her excellence 

in teaching and research. Prior to her academic 

career, Lien worked in a number of roles in the 

accounting and finance industry such as tax 

accountant, management accountant, and business 

analyst. 
 

VP – eHosting (Grants/Competitions) 
Dr Keith Godfrey is an 

Executive Professor of 

Finance at the University 

of Alberta, Canada and 

has built and maintained 

the website: 
https://PitchMyResearch.com 
which hosts the annual 

grant process of AFAANZ, 

as well as various 

pitching research 

competitions and Shark Tanks. 
 

VP – Research Training  
Dr Reza Monem is a 

Professor of Accounting 

at Griffith University, 

Australia. His research 

work has been featured 

in several newspapers 

and magazines, including 

The Australian Financial 

Review, The Sydney 

Morning Herald, The Age, 

Canberra Times, Brisbane Times, and Corporate Risk 

& Insurance Magazine. Professor Monem has 

appeared in television and print media commenting 

on accounting-related topics. In 2016, he won the 

Griffith Business School Research Excellence Award. 

Professor Monem has supervised eight PhD theses 

to completion with seven as the principal supervisor. 

He is also active as an external PhD thesis examiner 

and has examined several theses completed at 

Australian and overseas universities. 

https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/tom-smith
https://bit.ly/3gdxnxH
https://research.curtin.edu.au/supervisor/dr-lien-duong/
https://apps.ualberta.ca/directory/person/keith1#Contact
https://pitchmyresearch.com/
https://www.afaanz.org/afaanz-research-grants
https://www.griffith.edu.au/griffith-business-school/departments/accounting-finance-economics/contact-us/reza-monem
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VP – Communications (Newsletter) 
Dr Searat Ali is a Lecturer in 
Finance and Academic 
Director of the Financial 
Planning discipline in the 
School of Business at the 
University of Wollongong 
(UOW), Australia. Searat is 
an ECR with research 

expertise in the areas of corporate finance, 
corporate governance, and capital markets. With 16 
peer-reviewed papers, 14 are ABDC-ranked journals 
including 1 x A*, 9 x A. Searat is also a recipient of 
the Outstanding Contributions to Teaching and 
Learning (OCTAL) award in 2021. It was 2015 when 
Searat’s pitching research journey started with his 
participation in SIRCA Pitching Research Symposium. 
Since then, Searat has extensively used the pitch 
template and is also a strong advocate for its 
potential benefits in the wider academic community. 
He has published three Pitch Research Letters, with 
one receiving the best paper award from JAMIS. Five 
of his research papers using the pitch template have 
been published in A-ranked journals, with one 
receiving the best paper award from AFAANZ. In 
2016, Searat was actively involved in organizing the 
historic webinar (via zoom) at Imperial College of 
Business Studies and the University of Haripur, 
Pakistan. In a recent webinar (March, 2021) on 
Reverse-engineered Pitching jointly delivered with 
Professor Robert Faff across three university 
including UQ, UOW, Bond, Searat showcased his 
systematic reflections on six years of pitching 
research experience, which can be accessed here. 
Searat aims to play a vital role in the communication 
of our research activities across the globe through 
quarterly e-Newsletter. 

 

VP – Novice Researchers   
Dr Luisa Unda is an 
Assistant Professor at 
the Mannheim Business 
School, Germany and she 
also holds a position as 
Adjunct Lecturer at 
Monash University, 
Australia. Luisa’s 

experience with pitching research started when she 
was a PhD student at La Trobe University. Luisa has 

participated in pitching research competitions with 
successful outcomes. For instance, she was the 
winner of the 2014 La Trobe Pitching Research 
Competition and the runner-up of the 2015 Centre 
for International Financial Regulation (CIFR) Pitching 
Research Symposium. Luisa has also a research 
publication on Accounting & Finance journal related 
to a pitch on her PhD thesis topic. In her role as VP – 
Novice Researchers, Luisa aims to support the 
development and engagement of PhD students and 
early career researchers, in relation to pitching 
research. 

 

VP – Competitions 
Dr Ihtisham Malik is a 

Lecturer in Finance at the 

University of Queensland 

(UQ), Australia. He has 

recently been seconded to 

UQ Business School 

executive education where 

he is the Academic Lead for the joint public sector 

finance program with the Queensland Treasury 

Corporation. Ihtisham earned his PhD from the UQ 

in 2020 and was a recipient of the highly competitive 

International Post-graduate Research Scholarship 

and UQ Centennial Scholarship. His research 

interests include (but are not limited to) financial 

markets, climate-change-induced risks & energy 

economics. Ihtisham has published scholarly work in 

several highly ranked academic journals e.g., 

Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, 

Accounting and Finance. In his role as VP 

Competitions, Ihtisham has been playing a key role 

in expanding the Pitching Research competition 

internationally. He was the key person (with support 

from Mr. Imran Qadir, VP Asia) in arranging the first-

ever Pitching Research competition outside the 

geographic boundaries of Australia. This initiative – 

the All Pakistan Pitching Research Competition 

(APPRC) 2017-2018 – was a collaboration between 

UQ, Australia and the University of Haripur, Pakistan; 

in which novice researchers from around 20 

universities participated. More than 100 entries 

were received from every field of study from 

business to medicine and from agriculture to space 

https://scholars.uow.edu.au/display/searat_ali
http://sirca.cmail1.com/t/ViewEmail/t/DA241A66A4C9D110/DC99B2226C4E99BA44D0DD5392A9C75A
https://www.afaanz.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ucuvftxp0hplifm/Module%232_ReverseEngineeringVideo.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ucuvftxp0hplifm/Module%232_ReverseEngineeringVideo.mp4?dl=0
https://uowmailedu-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/searat_uow_edu_au/EZnTBb525GZHoLFeY1B-MWgBpgCWjYZAntEWn9lEWlEMOA?e=bLdz1p
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/luisa-unda
https://business.uq.edu.au/profile/1886/ihtisham-malik
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technology and evaluators from across the world 

assessed the entries. Notably, the Higher Education 

Commission of Pakistan (key research funding body) 

not only marketed the competition but also hosted 

the closing ceremony of the competition – thereby, 

underscoring the impact Pitching Research has had 

on the higher education sector of Pakistan. Ihtisham 

is still working with various international 

counterparts and is very keen to facilitate further 

such competitions in the near future. 

 

Other VPs 

 
➢ Mr Vishal Mehrotra is VP – Marketing Strategy  
 
➢ Assoc. Prof. Emma Schultz is VP – Replications 

 
➢ Dr Victoria Clout is VP – Communications (Soc. 

Media) 
 

➢ Assoc. Prof. Rand Low is VP – Research 
Mentoring  
 

➢ Bogdan Ratiu is VP – Technical Innovation 
 

➢ Professor Steve Stern is VP – Data 
 

➢ Professor Martina Linnenluecke is VP – 
Systematic Reviews 
 

➢ Dr Janine Lay is VP – Research Translation  
 

➢ Dr Carol Bond is VP – Indigenous Research 
Training 
 

➢ Dr Tim Pullen is VP – Impact Investing 
 

➢ Assoc. Prof. Yong Li is VP – Membership - China 
 

➢ Professor Agyenim Boateng is VP – Course 
Materials 
 

➢ Dr Md Akhtaruzzaman is VP – Finance SIG 

 
 
 
 

Pitching Research in the Spotlight 

 

2021 FMSH, KDU “Pitching Research” Competition 

 

Building on the great success at The University of 

Queensland 2015-2019, and in Pakistan in 2017-18, 

the Pitching Research Competition has now made its 

way to Sri Lanka with the successful initiative by 

Professor Wasantha Perera (1st picture), Professor 

Athula Manawaduge (2nd picture) and Mr. Kithsiri 

Amaratunga (3rd picture) in the Faculty of 

Management, Social Sciences and Humanities 

(FMSH) at General Sir John Kotelawala Defence 

University (KDU). The competition was launched on 

9th February 2021 with the inaugural speech 

delivered by Professor Robert Faff.  

 

The competition was open to undergraduate 

students enrolled in the research methodology 

course, requiring students to develop their research 

proposal as one of the assessment items. The 

competition also aimed to help create a quality 

research culture and 

an increasing 

research awareness 

among 

undergraduates and 

encouraging them 

towards generating 

publishable research 

outputs focusing on 

solutions for 

contemporary 

problems. A total of 

40 groups (with 3-4 

student members in each group) submitted the 

completed pitch during the period from 1st March 

to 6th April 2021.  Out of 40 submissions, a panel of 

judges shortlisted 19 submissions meeting the basic 

https://bond.edu.au/profile/vishal-mehrotra
https://rsfas.anu.edu.au/about/staff-directory/associate-professor-emma-schultz
https://www.unsw.edu.au/business/our-people/victoria-clout
https://bond.edu.au/profile/rand-low
https://www.ie.edu/school-human-sciences-technology/we-are-hst/people/faculty/bogdan-ratiu/
https://bond.edu.au/profile/steve-stern
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/martina-linnenluecke
https://researchers.uq.edu.au/researcher/1960
https://www.rmit.edu.au/contact/staff-contacts/academic-staff/b/bond-dr-carol
https://www.socialventures.com.au/people/tim-pullen/
https://works.bepress.com/yong_li/
https://www.dmu.ac.uk/about-dmu/academic-staff/business-and-law/agyenim-boateng/agyenim-boateng.aspx
https://webapps.acu.edu.au/staffdirectory/index.php?md-akhtaruzzaman
https://www.kdu.ac.lk/department-of-management-and-finance/explore/academic-staff/80-staff/189-prof-wasantha-perera
https://mgt.sjp.ac.lk/acc/team_member/dr-a-s-p-g-manawaduge-2/
https://mgt.sjp.ac.lk/acc/team_member/dr-a-s-p-g-manawaduge-2/
https://www.kdu.ac.lk/department-of-languages/staff-1/14-staff/157-mr-kithsiri-amaratunga
https://www.kdu.ac.lk/department-of-languages/staff-1/14-staff/157-mr-kithsiri-amaratunga
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requirements of the competition. This group of 19 

were then forwarded to the academics having 

similar research interests to evaluate the scripts by 

adhering to a pitching research framework rubric. 

Based on the marks given by the subject experts, 10 

groups were selected and then examined by a panel 

for a semi-final round which was held on 27th April 

2021.  

 

The Grand Final comprised 5 groups and was 

successfully concluded on the 10th May 2021 

signifying a remarkable day in the KDU history and as 

well as in the history of Sri Lankan Universities as the 

debut pitching research competition. The winning 

group was awarded a trophy, based on the 

combined quality of their written pitch and their oral 

pitch presentation. We warmly congratulate the 

winners and organizers of this highly successful 

inaugural event in Sri Lanka. Click here to read more 

information. 
 

 

Interested in running your own competition? 
Contact the VP – competitions at: 

i.malik@business.uq.edu.au  

 
 
 
 
 

InSPiR2eS Network Launch Webinars 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

#1: Tuesday 22nd June at 18:00 (AEST) 
Join: https://bond.zoom.us/j/91798395671 
 
#2: Wednesday 23rd June at 15:00 AEST 
Join: https://bond.zoom.us/j/99592757933 
 
#3: Thursday 24th June at 06:00 AEST 
Join https://bond.zoom.us/j/92796833442 
 

Note: If you are unable to make the network launch 

then please do not despair … watch this video: 

https://bit.ly/3ggRPh6   

 

Call for EOI - Vacant VP roles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A wide variety of network VP roles are available to 

be filled, including:  

• VP – Pitch of the Week (PoW). 

• VP – Idea.  

• VP – Web-development. 

• VP – Network Governance 

• VP – e-library.  
 

For more details see: https://bit.ly/35iF6V4 If you 

are interested in actively taking on one of these VP 

portfolios, then please create an EOI: 

• Head your EOI with the VP position that you 

are interested in. 

• Your name, academic level & affiliation. 

• Maximum 1-pager of relevant dot points that 

clearly make your case for selection.  
 

Submit your EOI via email to: rfaff@bond.edu.au  

https://www.kdu.ac.lk/pitching-research-competition-2021-the-virtual-grand-finale/
mailto:i.malik@business.uq.edu.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/JrJ8Cnx155tl7JZrUJDFap?domain=bond.zoom.us
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GTKDCoV122Hlr7V6UV9SLm?domain=bond.zoom.us
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/7o6zCp81YYtQnj0pTGJ6CF?domain=bond.zoom.us
https://bit.ly/3ggRPh6
https://bit.ly/35iF6V4
mailto:rfaff@bond.edu.au
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Invitation to Join a ‘special project’  

‘A Survey of PhD Supervision Policies’ 

It is generally recognised that a PhD is a necessary 

initial qualification for an academic career.  The 

research training inherent in a PhD program equips 

a student for a subsequent research career; the 

degree is the “apprenticeship” of academics. In this 

context, this special project will draw on existing PhD 

policy documents in a representative set of global 

universities and the relevant academic literature to 

provide evidence on the following questions. 

1. What can a candidate expect from a supervisor?  

2. What are the candidate’s obligations? What are 

the supervisor’s obligations? What rights, if any, 

does a supervisor have to the intellectual 

property inherent in PhD research?  

3. How much coursework should there be in a PhD?  

4. What are the obligations of the degree-granting 

institution in PhD degrees? 

Interested to join this Special Project?  
Contact Professor Terry Walter at: 

twalter@uow.edu.au  

 

Invitation to Join a ‘Sister Network’  
 

‘The Replication Network’ – Furthering the Practice 

of Replication in Economics 

With 650+ members, The 

Replication Network [TRN] is 

organized by Professor 

Robert Reed at the 

Department of Economics 

and Finance 

University of Canterbury, 

New Zealand to encourage 

economists and their journals to publish replications 

– REED: The State of Replications in Economics – A 

2020 Review (Part 1) 
 

There are three main benefits of becoming a 

member of TRN. 

1. Members can post their recent replication 

research to the TRN website. 

2. Members are invited to post guest blogs on 

replications. 

3. Members will receive a newsletter once every 

few months updating them of new content on 

the TRN website. 
 

Interested to join this Sister Network?  
Contact the Organizing Committee of TRN at: 

committee@replicationnetwork.com or click here. 

 

InSPiR2eS Network Membership Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

InSPiR2eS needs you …! 
 

Our current footprint comprises > 600 members, 

across 76 countries/jurisdictions: Australia, Pakistan, 

China, Canada, New Zealand, Vietnam, Brazil, 

Nigeria, Germany, Indonesia, the Netherlands, 

England, Kenya, Romania, Poland, Mauritius, Sri 

Lanka, Bangladesh, Italy, Spain, India, Scotland, 

Singapore, Japan; Norway; Ireland; the US; Malaysia; 

Chile; Turkey; Wales; Serbia; Belgium; Thailand; 

France; South Africa; Switzerland; Croatia; Czech 

Republic; Hong Kong; Taiwan; Macau; South Korea; 

Greece; Ukraine; Ghana; Slovenia; Austria; Cyprus; 

Uganda; Namibia; Portugal; Tanzania; Fiji; Saudi 

Arabia; Estonia; Iceland; Egypt; Mongolia; Lithuania; 

Slovakia; Finland; Sweden; Ecuador; Israel; Hungary; 

UAE; North Cyprus; Mozambique; Philippines; 

Nepal; Argentina; Malta; Zimbabwe; Denmark; 

Jordan … 

 

https://scholars.uow.edu.au/display/terry_walter
mailto:twalter@uow.edu.au
https://researchprofile.canterbury.ac.nz/Researcher.aspx?researchername=W%20Robert%20Reed
https://researchprofile.canterbury.ac.nz/Researcher.aspx?researchername=W%20Robert%20Reed
https://replicationnetwork.com/2021/01/06/reed-the-state-of-replications-in-economics-a-2020-review-part-1/
https://replicationnetwork.com/2021/01/06/reed-the-state-of-replications-in-economics-a-2020-review-part-1/
mailto:committee@replicationnetwork.com
https://replicationnetwork.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=585394067c527d5f064a11bfb&id=93b7d06984
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But this is ONLY the beginning … 
 

If you are interested in joining the InSPiR2eS 

research network and engaging in its upcoming rich 

program of webinars, workshops and research 

resources, then register at the Google Docs link 

below: https://tinyurl.com/4u6wen43    

 

Or in locations where Google is problematic, please 

use this link instead: 

 https://www.wjx.top/vm/t19EkAc.aspx 

 

Already a member? … then please encourage your 

research friends & colleagues to join … the power of 

the network derives from its scale and penetration. 

 

Website  
 

For all things pitching … the “one-stop shop” of 

pitching research … visit: 

www.pitchingresearch.com 
 

Apart from hosting a webpage for the InSPiR2eS 

research network, the site provides a growing 

plethora of resources and guidance to aid research 

training and capacity building, in line with the ethos 

of the network. 
 

[Please note that the website has only recently been 

re-launched and is continually under significant 

development, so be sure to revisit it regularly!] 

 

 

 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/4u6wen43
https://www.wjx.top/vm/t19EkAc.aspx
http://www.pitchingresearch.com/

